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UTB/TSC to seek funds from stimulus package
By Julianna Sosa
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC is sending a team
to Washington, D.C., to ﬁght for
funds from the $787 billion eco-

Mr. Amigo 2008

Campus puts
out welcome
mat for World
Boxing chief

nomic stimulus bill President
Obama signed into law Feb. 13.
The announcement was made
Thursday night during the Texas
Southmost College District board
of trustees meeting.

“We are going to go talk to the
congressional staffs, Congressman
[Solomon] Ortiz’s staff, and some
of the other South Texas congressmen to try and get a better handle
on what’s going to be available in

the stimulus package for higher
education,” TSC board chairman
David Oliveira said in an interview with The Collegian after the
meeting. “We want to make sure
we get our fair share.”

Oliveira said he would be traveling to Washington today, along
with UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
García, Trustee Eduardo Campi• See ‘Funding,’ Page 10

Joyful sound

By Graciela L. Salazar
Spanish Editor
UTB/TSC will welcome Mr.
Amigo 2008 José Sulaimán and
the Fiestas Mexicanas guests
Thursday morning with special
events on campus.
Campus activities kick off with
the Golf Cart Parade at 10 a.m.
outside the Arnulfo L. Oliveira
Memorial Library. The parade will
proceed along the Paseo and end
at the Student Union veranda.
The Mr. Amigo early program
will begin at 10:30 a.m. on
the Student Union Lawn and
Sulaimán, president of the World
Boxing Council, is scheduled to
arrive at 11 a.m.
The Mr. Amigo recognition
was established in the mid1960s and is held in conjunction
with
Brownsville’s
Charro
Days celebration. Matamoros,
Brownsville’s sister city in
Mexico,
celebrates
Fiestas
Mexicanas simultaneously.
• See ‘Mr. Amigo,’ Page 6
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Leonardo Quintana performs a solo as a member of the South Texas Mass Children’s Choir during Thursday night’s Black History Program in the SET-B Lecture Hall. The event also
featured a video tribute to President Obama, a recitation by Elva Harris of the Maya Angelou poem “Still I Rise” and performances by the South Texas Mass Choir, UTB/TSC student
Maxine Davis and a “Praise Dance” by the Corinth Missionary Baptist Church Youth. Both choirs were directed by the Rev. Donald J. Hamm.
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Student Success workshop
A workshop titled “What You
Need to Know About Test Preparation” is scheduled from noon
to 1 p.m. Tuesday in Cardenas
Hall North 104. The workshops
are sponsored by the Student
Success Center. For more information, call 882-8292.
Domestic violence
The Communication Program will present a symposium
on domestic violence titled “I’m
So Sorry, Sweetie” at 4:30 p.m.
Tuesday in the Education and
Business Complex Salon Cassia.
‘Dying to Be Thin’
UTB/TSC’s Active Minds will
present the movie “Dying to Be
Thin” from 6 to 7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Student Union’s Salon
Gardenia. The film is being shown
in observance of National Eating
Disorders Awareness Week.
Mr. Amigo Parade
The deadline for departments
and organizations to sign up for
the Mr. Amigo Golf Cart Parade
is Tuesday. The parade takes
place at 10 a.m. Thursday on the
Paseo. Golf carts must be lined up
before 9:30 a.m. and judging is at
9:45 a.m. For more information,
call the Office of Student Life at
882-5111.
Soccer League
Registration for the Soccer Ball
League ends Wednesday. A captain’s meeting is scheduled at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday in the Student
Union’s Salon Jacaranda. Sign up
early for best time selection. For
more information or to sign up,
visit www.campusrecreation.utb.
edu or call 982-0172.
Ash Wednesday Mass
The Catholic Campus Ministry will celebrate Ash Wednesday Mass at 12:20 p.m. Wednesday in the Gazebos. If weather
is inclement, the SET-B Lecture
Hall will be the alternative location. For more information, call
541-9697 or send an e-mail to ccmutbnews@aol.com.
Art exhibit
An exhibit titled “Meditations
on the Apocalyptic” by Patrick
Merrill runs through Friday in the
Rusteberg Art Gallery. Admission
is $1. Gallery hours are 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. and 5 to 7 p.m. Monday
through Thursday and 10 a.m. to
noon Friday. For more information, call 882-7097 or send an email to gallery@utb.edu.
Research symposium
The 11th annual UTB/TSC Research Symposium is accepting
abstracts from faculty, students
and staff interested in presenting
their work. This is a cross-disci-

pline symposium and presentations are welcome in any area
involved in scholarly work or research. The deadline to submit
an application online is Sunday.
For more information, visit http://
blue.utb.edu/research.
Patron of the Arts
Two student recitals are scheduled at 1 and 2 p.m. Friday in
room M-101. Admission is free.
For more information, call 8827025.
The Peabody Trio of Baltimore, Md., will perform at 8 p.m.
March 3 in the SET-B Lecture
Hall. Admission is $7 for adults,
$5 for senior citizens and children,
and $3 for UTB/TSC students with
a valid ID. For more information,
call 882-7025.
Dr. Seuss reading
United Way of Southern Cameron County and Success By 6
will celebrate Dr. Seuss’ birthday
from 4 to 6 p.m. March 2 at Dean
Porter Park with readings, crafts,
activities, parent resources and literacy screenings. Snacks will be
provided. The first 100 children
will receive free books. The park
is located at 500 E. Ringgold St.
For more information, call 5486880.
MTV casting
MTV’s “Engaged and Underage,” a documentary series, is
seeking couples between the ages
of 18 and 22 who are getting married in February or March. To apply for the show, download a casting questionnaire at http://www.
mtv.com/ontv/castingcall/index.
jhtml?castingld=1509138 or send
an e-mail to engagedandunderage@mtvstaff.com.
Spring Break drawing
The Berlin Study Abroad
group will conduct a “Spring
Break Condo” drawing. Tickets
are $36 each. A total of six people may stay in the one-bedroom,
one-bath condo on South Padre
Island. The winner gets to stay
in the condo from 1 p.m. March
14 to 11 a.m. March 21. The winner must place a deposit of $200
(returned if the owner deems the
condo is not physically damaged).
For more information, call Joe
Cantu at 466-1139 or Enrique de
la Garza at (931) 302-9754.
Arts and Entertainment
Havana NRG, a Cuban group,
will perform at 8 p.m. March 13
in the Jacob Brown Auditorium.
The concert is the final event of
the Arts & Entertainment season. Tickets are $20, $30, $40 and
$50. Discounts are available to
UTB/TSC students, staff and faculty. For more information or to
buy tickets, call 882-7945 or visit

http://ww.utb.edu/ba/fortbrown/
ae/pages/default.aspx.
Bougainvillea King/Queen
All registered clubs are invited
to enter a candidate for Bougainvillea King and Queen 2009. Applications are available in Student
Union 2.10. The deadline to apply
is March 13. For more information, call Student Life Director
David Mariscal at 882-5137.
LSAT mock tests
The Philonomos Society will
conduct LSAT Mock Prep Tests
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
March 28 and April 25 in Cardenas Hall South 117. For more information, call Joe Cantu at 4661139.
Deadline to withdraw
The Office of the Registrar
reminds students that the deadline
to withdraw with a “W” is March
30.
Ferguson Memorial Run
UTB/TSC’s fourth annual Sgt.
Keith Ferguson Memorial 5K
Run/Walk/Crawl is scheduled at
8 a.m. April 4 in front of Cardenas
Hall South. Registration is $10 for
children and $15 for adults before
March 27 and $20 on race day. For
more information, call Veronica
M. Garcia at 882-4327 or send
an e-mail to veronica.m.garcia@
utb.edu.
Distinguished alumnus award
UTB/TSC is seeking nominations for its 2009 Distinguished
Alumnus Award. Former graduates and students of UTB/TSC are
eligible. Recipients will be honored at the Spring Commencement ceremony in May. For more
information, call the Office of Development at 882-4322.
Alumni Association
The UTB/TSC Alumni Association is accepting résumés for
alumni interested in serving on
its board of directors. Participants
must be active association members. For more information, call
Veronica M. Garcia at 882-4327
or send an e-mail to veronica.
m.garcia@utb.edu.
Immunizations
Student Health Services has
$5 immunizations for hepatitis A,
hepatitis B, HPV (human papilloma virus), polio, meningitis,
measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus,
influenza and varicella (chicken
pox). Prices apply to students 18
years or younger at time of visit.
For more information, call 8823896.
ITECC bus route expands
The Brownsville Urban System
will extend service hours on Route
14- ITECC beginning today. The
service runs between 6 a.m. and
6 p.m. Monday through Saturday

at 20-minute intervals. For more
information, visit http://www.cob.
us/bus/pdfs/ITECC%20Loose%
20FY%202009%20JARC.pdf or
call 548-6050.
Philosophy Club meetings
The Philosophy Club will
meet soon. For more information,
call Enrique de la Garza at (931)
302-9754 or send him an e-mail to
edelagarza_12@yahoo.com.
Gorgas Science Society
The Gorgas Science Society,
the “Club of Science and Adventure,” meets at 2 p.m. each Friday in Life and Health Sciences
3.214. New members are always
welcome. For more information,
send an e-mail to gorgas.sci.soc@
gmail.com.
Circle K meetings
Circle K International, a
community service organization,
meets from 3 to 4 p.m. the first and
third Wednesday of each month in
Education and Business Complex
2.112. For more information, send
an e-mail to Louis Dartez at louis00@gmail.com.
Civic Engagement Scholars
The Civic Engagement Scholars, a service learning club, meet
at 11 a.m. every Friday at UTB/
TSC’s Center for Civic Engagement, located at 1301 E. Madison
St. Students interested in serving
the community through various
projects are welcome to join. For
more information, call 882-4303,
visit www.civicengagement.com
or send an e-mail to information@
civicengagement.com.
Continuing Education
The Workforce Education Department is taking registrations
for the following courses: real estate classes, computer courses and
summer programs for children
ages 5 to 14. The schedules for
the classes are on the UTB/TSC
main page (www.utb.edu) under
the Continuing Education tab. For
more information, call 882-4192.
Microsoft Office workshop
UTB/TSC offers a free Microsoft Office Workshop on Excel,
Access, Outlook, Word, FrontPage, Publisher and PowerPoint
to students, staff and faculty by
appointment in Arnulfo L. Oliveira Memorial Library room 235.
To register, visit http://blue.utb.
edu/usslabs/.
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra
If you would like your organization or department news published
in the Collegian’s Briefs section,
call Paola Ibarra at 882-5143 or
send her an e-mail at collegian@
utb.edu.
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Power of Two

Learning across interdisciplinary lines
By David Boon
Staff Writer

Administrators and faculty
members have come together to
offer students an opportunity to
take two separate courses with
the intent of improving the higher
learning experience.
“Power of Two,” a program
that is part of UTB/TSC’s Quality
Enhancement Plan, debuted
this spring, allowing students
to take Biological Concepts II,
Biological Concepts Lab II and
Composition II together as a set
of linked courses.
“The idea behind this is the true
integration of the two topics in a
way that makes the material more
relevant … [and] more exciting,”
said Associate Vice President for
Academic Affairs Ethel Cantu.
“That is going to improve their
writing and also their mastery of
the concepts in biology.”
The Quality Enhancement
Plan seeks to improve written
communication in the general
education core courses by linking
courses and is partly funded
by a Title V grant. The Title V
grant also places an emphasis
on assisting students that are
going into the areas of science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics.
In addition to Power of Two, the
QEP also calls for the founding
of the Center for Teaching and
Learning and the expansion of
the writing lab, both of which
kicked off this semester as well.
Power of Two, however, had to
be scaled back at the beginning
of the semester because of an
unexpectedly low number of
students who registered for the
courses.
“The idea was to link three

ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN

Assistant Professor Lyon Rathbun answers a question from freshman education major
Alejandra Salazar in Wednesday’s Composition II class.

different composition classes with
an enrollment of 25 to a lecture
class that had an enrollment of
75,” Cantu said. “We looked at
the total number of students that
needed Biology Concepts II. We
took a look at all of those who
needed Comp II. But that doesn’t
work out because what we need
is students who need both at the
same time.”
A total of 14 students are
enrolled in the Power of Two
program.
“I think the scheduling wasn’t
optimum,” Cantu said. “A lot of
students don’t want to have 8
o’clock classes, and they prefer
to have the biology lab in the
afternoon, so those are the things
that we have taken into account
for scheduling next time.”
She also said that bias towards
science classes also played a role
in the low registration rate.
“Some of the students … look
at the Power of Two and they

say, ‘I’m getting a double dose
of biology, the subject I’ve been
trying to avoid,’ because they see
that they’re going to be reading
and writing about science in their
English class, as well as in the
science class,” Cantu said.
Instead of having three
Composition
II
sections
designated for the program,
one section is team-taught by
Associate Professor José M.
Garza and Assistant Professor
Lyon Rathbun, both of the
English and Communication
Department. The sections of
Biological Concepts II and
Biological Concepts Lab II that
are part of the program are taught
by Associate Professor Michael
Lehker of the Biological Sciences
Department.
“We designed the course
together, and we get together and
decide how we’re going to lead
the class and how we’re going to
design the paper assignments,

Call about our EDUCATOR and STUDENT discounts!

At home or in-office
appointments available
3461 Carmen Ave., Ste. 1
Rancho Viejo, TX 78575

(956) 350-0012

srosales@farmersagent.com

Susan K. Rosales

split up the homework and the
papers, and then assess them
together,” Rathbun said. “The idea
is that the skills that the students
learn in the composition course
will reinforce and complement
the skills [that] they’re learning
in biology, and so the two courses
will complement each other, and
students will do better in both
courses.”
The composition and biology
syllabi were designed to work with
each other. Certain assignments
that students must complete, such
as term papers, will count toward
both the biology lecture course
and the composition course. Lab
reports are another example,
which will count for both the
Biological Concepts Lab II and
the composition course.
“In other words, we are
serving the biology course with
what they need to do and the
composition course with what
it needs to do, but they are
integrated because the professors
are working together to select
readings that are appropriate for
the classes,” Cantu said. “Each
one knows what the other one
is doing in terms of content and
assignments, and they ﬁnd at
least one project or assignment
that counts for each class.”
The new type of class has
presented new organizational
challenges for the professors,
Garza said, but it has yielded
positive results in the students’
attitude toward the course.
“One thing that I noticed is that
sometimes in our regular classes
… students are reluctant to come
for conferences,” he said. “We
don’t see students … sometimes
as often as we think they need to
get that extra instruction. But this

group, and I think it’s due in part
to the intensity of it, to the fact
that there are two of us and we
are constantly interacting with
them. They have become quite
assertive in making appointments,
in following up.”
Students in the program have
several beneﬁts. Last semester,
those who signed up for the
program were allowed to register
for all their courses before the
early registration period.
“I [registered] before even
early registration,” said Mayte
Ramirez, a freshman criminal
justice major. “I came and talked
to an adviser, so when she told
me and explained everything to
me, I thought it would really help
because they’re both … linked,
they’re both … working with
each other.”
In addition, because of the
small class size, the learning
experience has been tailored to the
students’ needs. Andrea Vargas
is a sophomore psychology
major who was allowed into the
program without having taken
Biological Concepts I.
“Honestly, I’m not having
trouble with Biology II because
... [Lehker] explains everything
… from beginning to end,”
Vargas said. “He actually did
some tests on what we knew
already, and from that he began
[teaching].”
The in-depth approach of
both reading and writing about
science has sophomore Xavier
Soto comparing the biology
portion of Power of Two to his
previous biology course.
“Biology I was really [just] the
• See ‘PO2,’ Page 10
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What do
you do to
celebrate
Charro Days?
“It’s been a growing tradition in
my family that we watch the parade
on TV. Unfortunately, we never go
watch it because the
traffic gets terrible,
and it’s just crazy.
[The parade is] a
tradition here for
us Brownsville/
M a t a m o r o s
civilians, because we
live it every year and it’s
just a clashing of cultures, which is
wonderful, and it’s amazing that we
get to experience this. So for all of
you who do not watch the parade, I
really recommend it.”
Susanna Zendejas
Freshman communication major
“I like to go with my
family and friends
to the carnival in
Matamoros.”
Rodrigo Vallejo
F r e s h m a n
business major
“Well, I hang out with
my friends; we go
to the parades.
It’s a really good
time to celebrate
both
cultures,
and the sisterhood
[between] the cities.
So, we just get together
and party.”
Nadia Gonzalez
Junior communication major
“Well, I think Charro
Days is a great time
that you could be
with your friends,
socialize,
[and]
bring up that
Mexican-American
culture that we
have down here in the

Valley.”
Frank Orozco
Junior communication major
--Compiled by Valeria A. Sosa
--Photos by Diego Lerma

President’s Cor ner
Traditions versus extremist ideals create a
world of hypocritical confusion for many who
are forced to make light of very difficult situations. Much of what has
been embedded in our
soul by those we admire
and worship can be dissected and categorized
depending not only on
our upbringing but also
on the circumstances we
live in the here and now.
“Practice what you preach.” Growing up with
inconsistencies as evidence, as are some of
our most sacred traditions, not only veil our
soul but produce disdain.
Tradition is something that we cannot fully
understand, but defend nonetheless. When our
traditions clash with the perception of what is
the norm in our society we are left with halftruths founded on sand. Many would adhere to
the philosophy of resignation. Others, through
the seeds of nonconformity, take a stance for
what they have believed to be not only true,

but a given birthright. Many are the slaps on
our face that will be etched not only on the
physical, but will seep into our being and tear
away at not only what we are led to believe to
be just, but also that which we have seen done
by those that are around us. “Dyers Eve.”
These traditions, although confusing and everchanging, depending on the entity we worship
or even choose not to believe in, are the core
of what we hold most dear.
It is the transformation of traditional belief
into extremist ideal that weakens the resolve
of individuals who struggle with adversity all
throughout their lives. The barrage of change
and modification that are pushed onto us cause
protest if not in the outward, definitely in the
inward. These are most notably unacceptable
to youth who have from one day to another
seen the shackles that bind a soul yearning to
obtain more freedom and knowledge of individuality. Who am I? We have established
contemporaneous markers that dictate through
confusion and hypocrisy that which engulfs
all. “Sanitarium.” It is our youthful imagina-

Letters to the editor
Commissioner criticism

I am appalled at the recent public comments
made by Brownsville City Commissioner
Charles Atkinson in the online Rio Grande
Guardian.
Mr. Atkinson shows an almost incomprehensible ignorance about the city and its residents.
I object to his remarks on several levels:
--They are an insult to our neighbor Mexico.
--An insult to those who are here legally,
citizens or non-citizens.

--An insult to those from other parts of the
United States, who now live here, or are visiting.
--What “Church” is he referring to when
condemning “The Church”?
--Are the only “pillars of the community”
individuals whose main, and often only definition of progress, is to destroy the historic fabric
of the city, and then to build more monuments
of excess used by only a handful, for example
• See ‘Letters,’ next page

tion that begins to rebel against the dictatorial
regime of the society we live in.
Being young once upon a time gives one a
different perspective in reference to the plight
of generations who have endured unimaginable circumstances and unwanted rule of law
that give fuel not only to a distrust in any entity in power, but burn an ever-present hate for
what these powers that be have done covertly
and overtly. How greatly in the dark one is
when one sees only one side of a situation, one
side of the proverbial coin. Yet it’s these experiences that make us who we are in the here
and now. As unpleasant as they may be, they
are you and me. As painful as bringing them
up is for many of us, even in our elder stage of
life, they are of consequence in how we deal
with others in our life. Unity and understanding are essential. We are one. May God, Jehovah, Allah bless UTB/TSC.
J.E. Castro Dragustinovis
SGA President

Letters To the Editor
Letters must include the name,
classification and phone number of the
author or the letter cannot be published.
Opinions expressed in The Collegian are
those of writers and do not necessarily
reflect the views of The Collegian or
UTB/TSC administrators. The editor
reserves the right to edit the letters.
Letters for The Collegian can be sent to
collegian@utb.edu.
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Getting fit for Spring Break--the healthy way
By Christine Cavazos
Staff Writer
Clothing stores and magazines seem to
remind us of one specific thing these days:
bathing suits.
Spring Break is three weeks away and
now is the time to get rid of those few extra
pounds we wish we didn’t have.
But, there is a healthy way to lose that
extra weight.
Barbara Hill, a nurse practitioner in
Student Health Services who has been researching nutrition, says eating three meals
a day and snacking in between can help
you achieve your ideal weight.
Snacks such as grapes, nuts and carrots
are a better choice than the usual candy
bars or chips.
“It’s really tricky for students,” Hill said.
“Most of the food on campus is greasy and
a lot of the stuff that you can grab, like a
bag of chips or from the vending machines,
is high in fat with very little helpful ingredients in it.”
Soft drinks, cappuccinos and smoothies are some of the drinks you should stay

Freshman biology major Christa Ramírez does a
modified push-up during Wednesday’s “Work the
Circuit” class at Campus Recreation Fitness Center.

Viewpoint
Letters

Continued from previous page

the Sports Complex, West Loop Toll Road
and now-defunct baseball stadium scheme?
--What happened to our inalienable right
to protest shortsightedness and selfishness?
--Are we all supposed to be meek, complacent and lock-in-step citizens so that the
powers that be can march over the common
good?
Don’t you wish, Mr. Atkinson!
Ruth E. Wagner
Brownsville

Presidential discrimination?

As I opened up The Collegian this week, I
was subjected to another Dear Diary session
from the SGA president [President’s Corner,
Feb. 16]. Hopefully, there are other people
enlightening him and letting him know that
he is not portraying a professional image

away from if you want to lose weight.
pounds.
“Sugary soft drinks add a lot of calories;
“Sleep affects the hormones that conCoke has 14 teaspoons of sugar in it,” she
trol appetite and so people that don’t get
said.
enough sleep have an increased appetite,”
When trying to eat healthy, it is better to
Hill said. “Not only that, but studies show
eat solid foods that can be recognized by
that people that don’t get enough sleep
the body.
have cravings for sweet and fatty foods, so
“If you drink a Coke and then you eat
that is exactly what you don’t want.”
lunch an hour later, you would eat just as
Student Health Services offers a weight
much as you would
management program,
have if you didn’t
where students are
drink the Coke,”
provided a diet and an
Hill said. “But if you
exercise plan free of
eat an apple and eat
charge.
lunch an hour later,
A combination of
you probably will eat
good eating habits and
a little less; it will be
exercise is what stumore filling,”
dents should aim for.
You can eat up
Rodney McClanato 2,000 calories
han, a senior exercise
per day when tryscience and health maing to maintain your
jor, is the instructor for
weight, but if you
“Work the Circuit,”
want to lose weight,
a 45-minute workout
trim that intake to
combining cardio and
between 1,600 and
strength training ex1,800 calories per Joseph Jones does the runner stretch.
ercises that is offered
day.
in the Campus Recre“If some of those calories are junk food,
ation Fitness Center.
then they are not contributing to rebuilding
McClanahan says that consistent exercells,” Hill said.
cise is crucial to losing weight and staying
She said that losing weight should be
fit.
done gradually and not drastically from
“The main thing for [students] is probone month to the other.
ably to stay active while they are here in
“The faster you lose weight is usually
school,” McClanahan said. “We do a lot
the faster you put it back on,” Hill said. “If
of group classes here, so they all can come
you lose weight more gradually, let’s say
during the week, in the morning, noon and
you start at the beginning of the year and
afternoon as well.”
you just kind of cut off junk food and exMcClanahan emphasized the importance
ercise a little bit more, [then] you are only
of being active daily.
losing maybe four to five pounds a month,
“[Exercise] 30 to 60 minutes a day, so
but, you are more likely to be able to keep
you can get your cardiovascular fitness
that off.”
up, so [you] don’t gain any extra body fat,
Sleep deprivation makes it harder to lose
too,” he said.
whatsoever, but merely portraying a “poor
me” image. If this is the current condition
of the supposed tip of the iceberg, imagine
what resides beneath.
Perhaps I am the only one who found it
amusing that the [Student Government Association] president believes that university
life is free of discrimination, but I doubt it.
Any individual only has to look toward the
end of his rant to pinpoint discrimination
practices in action. Might I be the only one
who finds it absurd to speak of discrimination, and then move on to speak of God,
and the Creator and whatever other fairytale
people believe in? He does not want people
to be defined by their relationships, disabilities, or by weight (though he certainly defines himself by it), but does definition by
faith not pertain here? Is that not attempting
to define you? Does he not see that he should
attempt to keep his personal views and beliefs separate from his SGA thoughts?
Thomas Jefferson believed it was best
to create a wall of separation between
church and state. By bringing his religion

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian Photos

Junior international business major Cassandra
Pineda (right), junior emergency medical science
major Joseph Jones and freshman biology major
Christa Ramírez perform different exercise routines
during the “Work the Circuit” class.

Matthew García, an art junior who takes
part in the “Work the Circuit” class, said
it is important to start exercising from an
early age.
“It’s right now when you make good
habits [rather] than later on in life,” García said. “If you don’t start the good habits,
it’s going to be harder to start them later on
when you actually have health problems.”
He tries to stay active by lifting weights,
riding a bike and jogging.
Students can attend such classes as Ab
Blast, Boot Camp, Fitness Fever, Kickboxing, Gentle and Power Yoga to stay
fit throughout the semester at the Fitness
Center. Intramural sports, where students
can play basketball, Frisbee, tennis, soccer,
softball, dodge ball and Pington, also are
offered.
For more information about Student
Health Services, call 882-3896, or about
Campus Recreation, call 982-0172.

Stand up, Brownsville

into his school politics, [Erasmo Castro] is
disregarding the many people who don’t
believe in God, or even those that do but
might not adhere to his style of belief.
As a politician, it is best to follow in the
thoughts of Protagoras, the Sophist. As to
gods, I have no way of knowing that they
exist or do not exist, or what they are like.
    It honestly may be time to bring mandatory logic classes to UTB/TSC. If all students
were to take a logic class, I can only hope
they would gain some better understanding of how to make a strong and concrete
argument. As I was reading the President’s
Corner I found that, without a doubt, the
SGA president has had no experience with
logic, and bases his thought process in his
common sense, which obviously is flawed.
The entire article is full of emotive language, euphemisms and fallacies to boot.

I would love to be able to say, “Brownsville, Texas, where I live, is a unique city
because its officials refused to cooperate
with the United States government’s plan to
build the border wall.”
Such a stand would let the nation, Mexico
and the rest of the world know that my city
had the moral backbone to oppose the wall,
thus declaring the wall is not an answer to
complex immigration, trade and environmental issues, and is instead an internationally regressive step.
And if the government’s bulldozers roll
into the city, they will be ripping and tearing
without Brownsville’s approval, and that
will enhance my city’s stature in the family
of nations more than an insulting compromise or blanket “OK” with the Department
of Homeland Security ever would.

Enrique de la Garza III
Sophomore

Eugene “Gene” Novogrodsky
Brownsville
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Mr. Amigo

Continued from Page 1

This year, university officials
and representatives from Fiestas
Mexicanas and the Mr. Amigo
Association have been meeting
with Mexican Consul Victor
Manuel Treviño Escudero to
include Fiestas Mexicanas in the
campus program.
The last time special guests from
Fiestas Mexicanas visited campus
was in 2003, when Aida Cuevas
was honored as Mr. Amigo.
Among the confirmed guests at
the campus Mr. Amigo program
this year are Brownsville Mayor
Pat Ahumada and Matamoros
Mayor Erick Silva Santos.
Eugenio Hernández Flores,
governor of the Mexican state of
Tamaulipas, also was invited to
the campus celebration.
“It’s a good possibility, it’s not
a guarantee,” David Morales,
president of the Mr. Amigo
Association, said about the
governor’s visit. “He could go
to the Hands Across the Border
ceremony and then to UTB.”
At Hands Across the Border,
which also takes place at 10
a.m. Thursday, the Brownsville
and Matamoros mayors will

José Sulaimán

shake hands in the middle of the
Gateway International Bridge as a
symbol of friendship between the
two countries.
Aragelia
Salazar,
an
international student specialist
in the office of International/
Multicultural Student Services,
said the two special guests of
Fiestas Mexicanas will be on
campus, too.
“She said that the two guests
have not confirmed and that
she will call me soon to tell me
the names,” Salazar said about
her conversation with Fiestas
Mexicanas President Myriam
T. Perales de García. “Artists
call her at the last minute, so it’s
difficult for them to say a name
right now.”

Accompanying
Sulaimán
will be professional boxers
Rubén Olivares Avila, Humberto
“Chuquita” González, Pipino
Cuevas and Daniel Zaragoza.
The program will include
presentations by UTB/TSC’s
Grupo
Folklórico
Tizatlán,
Mariachi Escorpión and children
from the Raul J. Guerra Childhood
Center.
Music majors Blanca M. Olvera
and Valerie Grace Ann Ontiveros
will sing the national anthems of
Mexico and the United States,
respectively.
An administrator from the
university will present Sulaimán
with a plaque, and SGA President
Erasmo Castro and 2008
Bougainvillea Queen Sigrid Razo
will give him a baseball jacket
and cap.
“He was a baseball player way
back then, and he played against
the Scorpions,” said Director of
Student Life David Mariscal. “It’s
like a welcome back.”
Sulaimán’s
wife,
Martha
Saldivar de Sulaimán, will receive
a Scorpion pin, and so will the
guests from Matamoros.
Mariscal said he is expecting
a turnout of about 400 to 500
people.
Each year, Brownsville’s Mr.

The Collegian
Amigo Association honors a
Mexican citizen based on his or
her contribution to international
friendship and development
of mutual understanding and
cooperation between the United
States and Mexico.
“We look for somebody like
Sulaimán that has helped form
good relations between the two
countries, between Mexico and
the United States,” Morales said.
“Of course José Sulaimán is a
perfect example. But, he is more
of a worldly [known] person
because he’s helped people all
over the world, not just Mexico
and the United States.”
Mr. Amigo 2008 is a native
of Ciudad Victoria, Tamaulipas,
Mexico and has spent his life in
boxing. He started as an amateur
boxer, and then became a trainer,
promoter, referee and judge,
according to the International
Boxing Hall of Fame Web site. At
the tender age of 16, he served on
the boxing commission in Ciudad
Valles, San Luis Potosí. He joined
the WBC in 1968 and has been its
president since 1975. A total of
161 countries are members of the
WBC.
With Sulaimán, the council
has instituted new rules and
regulations regarding boxers’

safety.
“They used to have 15 rounds
for
[world]
championships
[bouts]; he changed that to 12
rounds,” Morales said. “They used
to do the weigh-in right before the
boxing match; he changed it to
24 to 30 hours before the boxing
match. He’s helped improve the
world of boxing.”
He said Sulaimán, 77, is
concerned about boxers beyond
the ring.
“The health of the boxers is
very important to him, even after
they retire,” Morales said. “He’s a
very kind and humble person.”
The Mr. Amigo Association
began honoring Mexican citizens
in 1964. They include former
Mexican
President
Miguel
Alemán,
comedian
Mario
“Cantinflas” Moreno, TV host
Raul Velasco, singer/actor Vicente
Fernández, singer Lola Beltran,
singer/composer Juan Gabriel,
singer José José, actress/singer
Lucia Méndez, singer/actress
Daniela Romo, singer/actress
Angélica María, TV host Jorge
Muñiz and news anchor Lolita
Ayala.
The deadline to register to
participate in the Golf Cart Parade
is Tuesday. For more information,
call 882-5111.

8_12082
5x6.125
BW

Professors, Students, Staff!

$375 per month

Get additional benefits with the
Wells Fargo Membership® program.

•$525 per month double occupancy
•Flexible month-to-month agreement
•All utilities paid (cable, water, electricity)
•Near the UTB main campus, 8 min. walk
•Security Surveillance
•Furnished, large rooms, full-size beds
•Micro-fridge, microwave, pool
•Restaurants Nearby
•Internet Available
•Laundry Area

Finally, a benefits package every employee can appreciate. With the Wells Fargo
Membership program, you can easily receive valuable savings and services. Wells Fargo
offers this exclusive program — providing you with a range of special benefits, discounts,
conveniences and services. University of Texas – Brownsville has made all the arrangements
for you to easily get these extra benefits. Stop by your nearest Wells Fargo banking
location or call 1-800-WFB-OPEN (932-6736) and mention special code 165322.
Simply call a banker for program details or visit us in Brownsville at:
Boca Chica • 547-1600 | Central • 550-4100 | Southmost • 983-1401
Downtown • 548-6332 | Sunrise • 983-1450

55 Sam Perl Blvd.

© 2009 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
All rights reserved. Member FDIC. (120538_12082)
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Student questions Castro’s eligibility
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
Sophomore
accounting
major Madeleine Rodriguez is
questioning Erasmo Castro’s
eligibility to hold the position of
Student Government Association
president.
Under Article I, Section 3, of the
SGA Constitution, the candidates
for the positions of president and
vice president of administration
must have previously served as a
voting member in the SGA for a
complete semester.
“Now, I see that our current
president wouldn’t be able
to hold ofﬁce in such case,”
Rodriguez said. “I know he
became
president
through
order of succession, but I think
eligibility is still intact and really
the term “candidate” is here.”
Vince Solis, associate vice
president for Student Affairs
and an SGA adviser, addressed
Rodriguez’s concern, saying this
does not apply to Castro because
he was never a candidate. He
became president under the order
of succession.
“The constitution has to be
followed under the order of
succession,” Solis said. “If
you
automatically
become
a candidate, the constitution
clearly states if you’re in this
position, you go up to the next
position, end of discussion.”
He said this has been an issue
for the last eight or nine years
in the SGA and that this part
of the constitution needs to be
changed.
“That statement, I believe,
is
unconstitutional
and
undemocratic because the only
people that beneﬁt are the three
or four ofﬁcers that want to hold
the power for the following

ELIZABETH A. PEREZ/COLLEGIAN

Sophomore accounting major Madeleine
Rodriguez questions Student Government
Association President Erasmo Castro’s
eligibility to hold the position during
Thursday’s meeting.

year, because it doesn’t allow
anybody to run except maybe
ﬁve or six students,” Solis said.
“Everybody should be able to
run for ofﬁce.”
In other SGA business, former
Senator at Large Jonathan Jones
was sworn in as a Justice of the
Student Supreme Court.
Jones was absent during the
meeting, which caused Senator
Pro Tem Jorge Muñoz to question
the nomination.
“I think it’s just appropriate
for him to be here,” Muñoz said.
“I know him personally and
without a doubt, I know he can
do an excellent job … but I do
think his presence is required.”
Two new members were
sworn in to the SGA: Samantha
Reyes, as senator for the College
of Science, Mathematics and
Technology, and Eric Jaime, as
senator for the School of Health
and Sciences.
“I want to be a part of this
organization to show my input

and what I have to bring to the
table,” Jaime said.
Adam Gonzalez has resigned
as senator for the College
of Liberal Arts. Castro said
Gonzalez turned in a resignation
letter that afternoon along with
his uniform, but did not give a
reason for his resignation.
In other business, the SGA
amended a resolution passed
Dec. 13 on stipends for the SGA
president and vice president for
administration.
“[The] president and vice
president of administration
can choose whether to receive
[a] stipend or scholarship, and
that is the amendment to the
resolution,” Castro quoted from
the resolution.
Solis explained the reason for
the amendment.
“If the student is receiving a
stipend, they are employees of
the institution,” he said. “The
problem with that is that if the
student is on ﬁnancial aid and
has maxed out their award that
amount goes straight to their
student loans. It is not a bad
thing, but they don’t ever see the
money.”
Vice President of Accounting
and Finance, Jose Arturo Guerra,
reported that the balance of
the SGA budget is $12,643.52.
Expenses include: business cards
for the SGA President, $27.50;
Stop’n’Go meals, $500; ofﬁce
supplies, $156.53; plaque for
Juliet V. García, $50; Stop’n’Go
gift cards, $300; SGA polo shirts,
$1,161; nametags for president
and vice president, $50; baseball
caps for game drawing, $45; and
Stop’n’Go party items, $702.24.
The SGA will meet at 5 p.m.
Thursday in the Student Union’s
Salon Gardenia.

Club

spotlight

MICHAEL PEÑA/COLLEGIAN

Members of the American Criminal Justice Association include (front row, from left):
Secretary Elvira Alvarado, Robert Escobedo, Sergeant at Arms Fernando Reyna, Vice
President Jazmin Rangel. Middle row: Elsa Lemus, Treasurer Sandra Marquez, Crystal
Vargas, Daisy Solis, Nancy Leyva, Rocio Herrera, Jackie Cisneros, Cecilia Casanova.
Back row: President Ricardo Renteria, Velma Villarreal, Historian Mary Cavazos, Raul
Contreras, Joseﬁna Gamez, Jose Luis Sosa Jr., adviser Susan Ritter and Anastasia
Lawrence.

Name: American Criminal Justice Association: Lambda Alpha
Epsilon/Iota Kappa Chi
Purpose: Improve criminal justice through educational activities; foster professionalism in law
enforcement and corrections personnel and agencies; promote professionalism, academic and public
awareness of criminal justice issues. Also, encourage the establishment and expansion of higher
education and professional training in criminal justice; provide a
uniﬁed voice for professionals in
and students of criminal justice;
promote high standards of ethical
conduct, professional training and
higher education within the criminal justice ﬁeld.
Established: 2001
President: Ricardo Renteria
Vice President: Jazmin Rangel
Secretary: Elvira Alvarado
Treasurer: Sandra Marquez
Historian: Mary Cavazos
Sergeant at Arms: Fernando
Reyna
Adviser: Susan Ritter
Awards: Regional Competition:
trophies for Lambda Alpha Epsilon knowledge, physical agility,

criminal law, corrections and police administration.
Events: LAE Regional Competition, annual air-show fundraiser,
social and athletic gatherings,
Raymondville Federal Prison tour
and burger sales.
Community Service: Friendship
of Women Walk, Palo Alto Battleﬁeld Illumination & Re-enactment, Keith Ferguson Memorial
Run, Sombrero Fest, Rio Grande
Valley Science Fair, Brownsville Police Department, Ozanam
Homeless Shelter, Volunteer in
Parks Program, Campo Real Subdivision cleanup, and help build
homes with Community Development.
Meetings: 1 to 2 p.m. every Tuesday in Cardenas Hall South 301.
Requirements: 2.5 grade-point
average and must be a criminal
justice major or minor.
For more information: send
an e-mail to Ricardo Renteria at
Z24viper2000@yahoo.com
or
Jazmin Rangel at Jazmin.Rangel10@utb.edu
--Compiled by Paola Ibarra

BORDER TECH SCHOOL

in the heart of West Brownsville is in the business
of transforming lives one student at a time.
NOW HIRING STAFF and/or PAID INTERNS
FOR YOUTH LEADERSHIP, DRUG PREVENTION,
and MENTORING programs.

PAY!
GREAT

APPLY FOR:

Positions are full- and
part-time with flexible hours.

Program Assistant • Trainer • Mentor • Clerk • Recruiter

• Medical services redeemable with this coupon are:
• Pap Smears
• STD Screenings
• Clinical Breast Exam
• We accept Medicaid, Medicare, Texas Women’s Health
Program, and Private Insurance.
ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE FOLLOWING LOCATIONS
Brownsville | 370 Old Port Isabel Rd.
956-546-4571

--------------------------

Brownsville Southmost | 5636 Southmost Rd.
Ste. A | 956-544-2723

Present this coupon at any of our 4 health centers
and receive $15 off medical services received.

--------------------------

Send résumé to info@bordertechschool.com or fax 956.544.3349
For more information, call 956.465.4487

Raymondville | 112 S. 1st Street
689-5585

Funded by the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services

Call to schedule an appointment!

--------------------------

Harlingen | El Mercado Mall
423-8584

GARDASIL NOW AVAILABLE!
Expiration Date: 3/30/09
COL-1
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Grace of Terror on the rise
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer

A metal band consisting of students has been signed by A&S
Records and will be releasing its
first album next month.
Grace of Terror consists of
UTB/TSC students Mike Vidal,
guitar/lead vocals; Stephen Solis, bass; Julio Castañeda, guitar/
backup vocals; and Lopez High
School student Isaac Gonzales,
drummer/backup vocals.
“[A&S Records] heard us one
time and they decided to sign us,
so they’ve been helping a lot,” said
Castañeda, a freshman music education major. “They’re not very
big, but they’ve been helpful.”
The band is glad to have received an opportunity like this.
“It’s an incredible feeling, just
the fact that it’s such a rush,” said
Vidal, a freshman.
Grace of Terror’s music is a
combination of the members’
tastes.
“We play metal, but not very
hard-core, not very heavy-metal,”
Castañeda said. “I guess some
people say we play like vintage

metal because it’s like
there.”
’80s-inspired kind of
The band has gone
stuff.”
through several players and
Grace of Terror has
lead vocalists to become
composed nine origithe group they are now.
nal songs and plays
“I think we went through
heavy-metal
covers
like three [lead] singers
from the ’80s.
and like four bassists,”
Gonzales comes up
Castañeda said. “It took
with the main idea for
us a while but we finally
a new song.
settled down and got the
“Isaac, our drummer
lineup we have now and
usually gives us the
we’ve been going pretty
Courtesy Photo
meat of it,” Castañeda Grace of Terror members are (from left) Stephen Solis, Mike Vidal, [well] from there.”
said. “He gives us a Julio Castañeda and Isaac Gonzales.
Vidal joined the band in
good chunk of it and
February 2008 as the lead
Steven, Mike and I in“We thought it was decent at
singer and has been in the
put everything else.”
the time and we completely forgot
band ever since. He was previVidal writes the lyrics to the
to try to think of another name,
ously a part of other bands before
original songs, which he said are
so we just kept that one,” Castajoining Grace of Terror.
inspired by their idealist bands,
ñeda said. “People seem to like it
“I was in six bands before
such as Iron Maiden and AC-DC.
now.”
Grace of Terror,” he said. “Actu“We’re a political band,” ViHe and Gonzales, who is a
ally, I was kicked out of my predal said. “Our lyrics are based
member of Lopez’s marching
vious band. … We played ’80s
on [the] abomination of the
band, are the only original band
rock’n’roll music.”
world and global warming and
members.
Vidal said Castañeda and Gonall the stuff that’s going on …
“It started off with something
zales asked him to join the band
but we do have one love song.”
me and Isaac wanted to do when
over a year ago, but has four years
The band’s name was not intended
I was still in high school,” Castaof playing experience.
to remain as Grace of Terror when
ñeda said. “We started playing toAsked if he was seeking to purthey first began. The name was givgether, so we started trying to find
sue a career from Grace of Terror,
en to them by one of their friends.
members and start a band from
Vidal replied, “It’s just a dream.

I’m just trying to enjoy it while it
lasts, but I’m actually looking forward to being a lawyer.”
Grace of Terror is kept busy.
The band has been together for
a 1½ years and has at least one
show to play every weekend.
“Just in these past two months,
we’ve had like 15 [performances],” Castañeda said. “We’ve been
pretty busy.”
Vidal said the band might find
it difficult to stay together.
“At the moment, we’re taking a
break just to finish our album but
we should be looking forward to
a show every weekend in March
and April, all the way until Grace
of Terror just collapses, which is
probably going to happen in August because Steven is going to go
to UT-Austin,” he said.
However, Vidal remains optimistic.
“The band’s going to separate,
but I’m still going to try to keep it
together and keep going,” he said.
Grace of Terror has had three
song demos before, but its first
album debuts March 1. It will be
sold by the band members, as well
as A&S records.
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375 Media Luna Rd.
Brownsville, TX 78521

information, but in Biology II, Professor
Lehker is giving us how the science is
written, how the science is explained
instead of just the details,” Soto said.
However, Soto would like to see

PHONE: 546-1605 FAX: 546-1607
EMAIL: tbbtld@rgv.rr.com
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Freshman criminal justice major Mayte Ramirez
dissects an earthworm Wednesday during her Biology
II lab in the Life and Health Sciences Building.

1025 Wildrose Ln.
Brownsville, TX 78520

more connection between the Biological
Concepts Lab II and the rest of the
courses.
“The lab is a whole different thing,”
he said. “Probably the only thing that I
can [connect] from these to lab is the lab

Funding

Continued from page1

rano, and Ben Reyna, special assistant to
the provost.
Obama signed the American Recovery
and Reinvestment Act to stimulate the
battered economy.
In other business, the board voted
to approve a resolution granting tax

report. … It just doesn’t click for me.”
Biology and English are not the only
two subjects that are linked this semester.
Latino Literature, taught by Associate
Professor Eduardo del Rio, and Latino
History, taught by Assistant Professor
Philip Sanponaro, have been linked and
are taught back-to-back.
Del Rio said that the professors had
had the idea for a while but had not
implemented it until this semester, when
other courses were also being linked.
“It’s a natural link between history and
literature,” del Rio said. “The students
we’ve had right now are, frankly, history
or literature majors, but it seems to me a
lot of other students in different disciplines
can beneﬁt from the course, just [because
of] the idea of, frankly, an interdisciplinary
sort of connection … the idea that you’re
not learning something in isolation but
that it’s related to everything else you’re
learning.”
The linked courses offered in Power
of Two will expand next fall semester to
include the history course United States
to 1877 and Biological Concepts I, both
of which will be linked to their respective
Composition I courses. Then, in the Spring
2010 semester, United States from 1877
and Biological Concepts II will be offered
with a link to their respective Composition
II sections.
In addition, there will be linked courses
designed speciﬁcally for biology majors.
“And so, we’re going to have a linkage in
the fall for the biology that would include
biology, chemistry, both labs,” Cantu said.
“It’ll also include speech and composition,
including supplemental instruction. …
Can you imagine how exciting that would
be?”
exemptions to historic sites in the 2009
Brownsville Heritage Survey and Heritage
Plan. The total tax amount is $6,888.61,
which includes the exemption of 40
properties.
“We are one of the ﬁve that participate
or provide such an exemption,” Campirano
said during the meeting.
He said the total was “not a signiﬁcant
amount” and would not affect the UTB/
TSC partnership budget.

40

Discounts up to

%
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Community plants for a hopeful future
By Cynthia Hernandez
Staff Writer
People couldn’t wait to get their
hands in the dirt at the “Planting
Seeds of Hope” event.
More than 300 people took part
in planting 210 star, confederate
and Carolina jasmines along the
campus fence on Feb. 14.
“We wanted to raise our voices and students that wanted to
weren’t ever sure how to do that,”
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García said. “We decided to try and
create an event together with students that would be helpful.”
The event was held to commemorate the border-fence agreement between UTB/TSC and the
U.S. Department of Homeland
Security last year.
In February 2008, Homeland
Security sued the Texas Southmost
College board of trustees and the
University of Texas System chancellor for access to the university to build a border fence. That
proposal would have divided the
campus and left the Fort Brown
Memorial Golf Course south of
the fence. Under an agreement
last July, UTB/TSC agreed to in-

crease the height of its own fencing around the campus’ perimeter
to 10 feet and install high-tech
sensors.
The planting of the vines and
flowers symbolize hope for the
future of the campus.
“Planting flowers is always
hopeful because you’re hoping
they’ll bloom and that from that
bloom, there will be aromas and
there’ll be more flowers, so we
decided this would be the thing
to do and it worked,” García told
The Collegian.
Before the planting began, she
and several other people spoke
about the importance of the event
and the reason for it.
“Along the way someone suggested that it would be really great
if our fence was topped not with
barbed wire, but with flowers, and
I agreed,” García said during her
speech. “So today we plant seeds
of hope, in hope that our country
will strengthen its democratic core
values during this very difficult
and hopeful time in our history.”
García recognized former SGA
member Ryan Tauber, a founding member of the student organization Students for Peace and

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Members of UTB/TSC President Juliet V.
Garcia’s family help plant the jasmines.
They are (from left) her son, Oscar D.
Garcia; granddaughter, Carolina Rico;
and grandson, Oscar A. Garcia.

Change. She thanked him for attending every court case regarding the border fence.
“The original focus was the
ongoing occupation of Iraq, but
we could not ignore the battles at
home and ‘no border wall’ quickly
became our cry,” Tauber explained
to the audience. “We marched,
walked, discussed, educated and
rallied around the cause.”
He is now a member of the Coalition of Amigos in Solidarity

and Action.
“It is in these times of struggle
for us as the people, that we need
to grasp on to hope, which is rooted in the principles and values that
have long marked our united community here in Brownsville,” SGA
President Erasmo Castro said.
SGA Vice President of Administration Daniel Caballero presented García with a plaque.
“We would like to present this
award to Dr. Juliet García on behalf of the SGA,” Caballero said.
“It’s for outstanding leadership in
negotiating an agreement between
UTB/TSC and the Department of
Homeland Security.”
García also noted a contribution of $3,000 received that morning from a Keppel AmFELS golf
tournament fundraiser.
“I think this was a small [thing]
that Keppel Amfels could do for
the community,” Keppel AmFELS CEO and President G.S.
Tan said. “At this time of the economic situation, it’s a lot more
meaningful.”
About 25 clubs and organizations from UTB/TSC, Brownsville and Mexico were present
during the event, including the

Brownsville Early College High
School, Keppel AmFELS and
Club Rotario Matamoros Profesional.
“I don’t particularly agree with
the border wall, but I do enjoy the
fact that this is a peaceful, intermediate thing, a compromise between both groups,” Anime Viewing Club member Priscilla Rocha
said. “We’re beautifying something that isn’t seen very positive
by many people, so it’s better for
everyone.”
Many student athletes were also
present during the event.
“I think a fence is a thing that
can help, but I think our security
is very good and to [make] the
big wall they’re trying to [make],
I don’t think it’s a good thing,”
UTB/TSC Women’s Soccer Team
goalkeeper Jessica Hamer said.
Many families attended with
children of all ages, as well as
students not involved in a club or
organization.
“This event is special because
these plants, vines and flowers
we plant will be here forever, in
theory,” junior biology major Byron Newton said. “I’m glad to be
a part of it.”

Spring 2009 Job Fair (All Majors)
Wednesday, February 25
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Jacob Brown Auditorium
Bring several copies of your résumé!
Dress to impress; business casual
attire is recommended!
Special thanks to our sponsor, U.S. Army.
Career Services
The University of Texas at Brownsville and Texas Southmost College
80 Fort Brown, Brownsville, TX 78520
(956) 882-5627 (UTB-JOBS)
www.career.utb.edu
Coupon - Free Pizza
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García dubbed ‘our David’
By Leslie Olivares
Staff Writer
UTB/TSC President Juliet V. García says the federal government’s border fence is a “huge mistake.”
García addressed an audience of about 100 students Feb.
13 in the SET-B Lecture Hall regarding the university’s fight
against the border fence.
The Secure Fence Act signed by former President Bush in
2006 was passed for the purpose of establishing operational
control over the international land and maritime borders of
the United States.
“They signed it and now we were the beneficiaries of what
I believe to be a mistake, a huge mistake on the part of the
United States, a huge mistake for any nation,” García said.
She spoke about the struggle it was to face the U.S. Department of Homeland Security and its stance on building
the border fence that would divide the campus.
“I don’t need to go into history with you to talk about all
the walls that have failed over centuries … and so all that
comes to mind when you see now these men signing one
more attempt to wall off people again one from the other,”
García said.
Student Government Association President Erasmo Castro compared García to the biblical David facing Goliath.
“Our government needed to be reminded of its commitment to unity and well-being of its constituents,” Castro
said. “Last year, our David faced her Goliath on a battlefield
that is the lifeblood of not only a university but a community
being oppressed by ideology and principle long forgotten.”
In July of last year, UTB/TSC and Homeland Security

reached an agreement that
would end court proceedings
between the two and would allow the university to retain all
its property.
Homeland Security originally wanted to build an 18foot-high fence that would
run through the levee south of
Scorpion Field and the Education and Business Complex
parking lot. That would have
Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian
left the Fort Brown Memorial
Gold Course and parts of his- UTB/TSC President Juliet
toric Fort Texas south of the V. Garcia speaks about the
university’s legal fight against
fence.
“They announced that they the border fence during an
address Feb. 13 in the SET-B
were going to build a wall, an
Lecture Hall.
18-foot-high wall, and they
were going to build it along the
levees, in fact, cutting off not only this campus and its golf
course, 120 acres, but also ITECC … and 400-plus acres that
are adjacent to ITECC,” García said. “All of that was going
to be on the wrong side of the levee. Somebody had made
the decision about where to put the fence without walking
the site, without understanding what that would mean.”
She said that Homeland Security sent the university a letter
asking her to sign an agreement that would allow the federal
agency access to campus for the purpose of surveying and
measuring the land that would be taken from the university.
She refused to sign the letter.

“Imagine that you get a letter on your desk and it says, “I
would like to be able to come on your property … and I’m
going to start to survey it so that I can build a fence, so that
I can cut off 120 acres of your property … so that I will forever change the nature of your campus from one that is bilingual, bicultural, one that values the relationship between
two countries,’” García said.
After Homeland Security filed a lawsuit in federal court
against the Texas Southmost College District board of trustees and the chancellor of the University of Texas System,
the parties came to the agreement that instead of building the
proposed border fence along the levee, the university would
build a fence on its perimeter, allowing it to retain the 120
acres.
García said the university was worried because there was
no solution they had come up with, no plan that would solve
the problem for both parties.
“We were up on the levee driving along the fence and
someone in the car said, ‘We already have a fence,’ García
said. “[They] said, ‘Look, we already have a fence. That’s
our fence right there, the property line fence. Let’s just propose to them that we already have a fence,’ so we worked on
that a little bit.”
The university and its legal team met with Homeland
Security and submitted a proposal, which the department
agreed to work with. Negotiations were held on what the
fence would entail, such as color, height and columns.
On Feb. 14, more than 300 volunteers attended a “Planting
Seeds of Hope” ceremony at Scorpion Field to commemorate the university’s legal victory and to tell the community
that with courage and determination, anything is possible.
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Men’s golf to test mettle in DeSoto
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
The UTB/TSC Men’s Golf
Team will head to DeSoto this
weekend for the Northwood University Invitational, where they
will face Red River Athletic conference rivals.
“That’s where our competition
is for the men’s side, so we’re
qualifying, we’re working real
hard, and [the team is] looking
forward to playing our main rivals
in the Red River Athletic Conference, and we should be OK,” said
Head Coach Robert Lucio.
He expects the team to keep up

its relentless practices.
“We have 10 guys that are
competing for five spots, and we
can’t let up not even a single day
and we’ve got to keep on going
and kind of have our bars set real
high,” Lucio said. “Our goals are
real high and we can’t go backwards now, because we have everything going for us, absolutely
no excuses. We should play very
well in our conference.”
The women’s golf team returned from the Schreiner University Invitational held Feb. 16 and
17 in Kerrville, where adverse
weather and illness kept players
from posting a team score.

“It was one of those weeks
where we went up there and everybody seemed to be getting
sick,” Lucio said. “Three of my
girls had the stomach bug and I
wasn’t feeling so well also.”
The inability to post a team
score because of a missing player
in the first round Feb. 16 was not
seen as a setback by Lucio.
“When you have this kind of
thing happen, actually, our attitude, the girls’ attitude was that
while we missed an opportunity,
it kind of gets the team together a
little bit more, saying we’re going
to get ready for the next one,” he
said. “It wasn’t a setback at all.”

One Scorpion managed to
place in the tourney, despite the
adversity.
Senior April Martinez earned
second-medalist honors by finishing with a total of 155, five
shots above leader Katie Munday
of Western Texas Community
College.
Martinez said the experience
was an overall success.
“It was a success, we went in
there, trying to see how we could
do with one of the other teams
that were there, Northwood, and
we did pretty well,” she said. “I
think we beat them the first day,
without the one player. We know

we can compete with them, and
they’re in our conference, so that
was really good for us.”
Fellow Scorpion golfers at the
tournament were sophomore Andrea Cadriel, who finished with a
175, and freshman Krystal Garza,
who ended with a 179 total.
The women will next compete
at the Northwood University Invitational in DeSoto on March
30.
“It’s going to be awhile,” Lucio said. “We have to keep up our
practicing and hope that we don’t
get into that little lull where that
time off would hurt us.”

Scorpions to host archrival Texas Wesleyan on Friday
By Hugo E. Rodriguez
Sports Editor
This weekend, the UTB/TSC Baseball Team will host
nationally ranked Texas Wesleyan University in a threegame series beginning with a double-header Saturday at 1
p.m. and a single game at 11 a.m. Sunday.
The last time the Rams, ranked 19th in the NAIA Collegiate
Baseball Newspaper Pre-Season Poll, and Scorpions faced
each other was during the Red River Athletic Conference
tournament last April. The No. 1-seeded Rams defeated the
No. 6-seeded Scorpions (who were in the postseason for
the first time in eight years) in the conference semifinals
11-4. The Rams advanced to the Region IV tournament,
where they fell to regional powerhouse Lubbock Christian
University.
Head Coach Bryan Aughney hopes the Scorpions will
sweep at home.
“It’s always our goal going into these home series, go
on and win every day,” Aughney said. “No matter who our
opponent is, our mentality is the same: to go out, take control
and take care of what we need to take care of. The guys are
pumped up and excited. We’re just going to prepare like we
prepare every weekend, and try to get the guys ready to play
some good baseball.”
The coach has a great deal of respect for the Rams.
“They’re a good club, they just beat [No.5-ranked]
Lubbock Christian this past weekend, and they’ve got a good
coaching staff up there who have their guys well-prepared,”
he said. “It should be some fun and exciting games.”
Senior second baseman Scott Price, who played in an
opening round game against Texas Wesleyan University in
the RRAC tournament, believes his team can hold back the
Rams.
“We know we can compete with them, we know they’re
a good team, but we can go out, put up runs and play good
defense against them, and we’ll get some wins,” Price said.
The Scorpions are 1-5 all-time against Texas Wesleyan.
The baseball team was at Cedar Hill on Friday and
Saturday to face the Northwood University Knights (3-6) for
a four-game series. Results were not available at press time.
The Scorpions were 3-8 for the season going up to Cedar
Hill after taking two of three games against the 29th-ranked
University of Houston-Victoria Jaguars (5-6).
After the Scorpions defeated the Jaguars 6-1 in Game 1
Feb. 13, the teams faced each other again on Feb. 14 for
a doubleheader at Scorpion Field. The Scorpions were
defeated 14-7 in Game 2, but reeled back in Game 3 and

stung the Jaguars for their insolence.
At the top of the first inning in Game 3, the Jaguars
opened up the score when outfielders James Green and
Michael Prestera ran into home on a double to second
by outfielder Zane Williams.
Not to be outdone, the Scorpions countered with two
runs of their own. One came from center fielder Jorge
Camorlinga on a single to deep right by first baseman
Jacob Yousif. The second came from shortstop Walter
Blume III, pinch-running for catcher Gilberto Puente,
as first baseman Tyler O’Neal reached first on fielder’s
choice.
The Jaguars were stunned at the sudden show of
defiance from the Scorpions and gave up three outs
with only one hit at the top of the second.
Carrying on with their momentum from their previous
at bat, the Scorpions notched three more runs at the
bottom of the first thanks to Jose Guerra, who scored
on a single to far right by Camorlinga. Camorlinga then
added his second run for the day as the Jaguar defense
was distracted by right fielder Peter Maldonado, who
got caught stealing second on a foul ball by Puente.
Puente amended for the foul ball by firing off a double
that placed Blume into the home plate once again for
the Scorpions’ last run of the inning.
At the top of third, the Jaguars were still unable to
come to grips with this Scorpion spirit that had not
been present in Game 2. A single by third baseman
Josh Bromberg was the highlight of their inning.
And then the Scorpions went to town.
O’Neal was hit by a pitch and strolled to first.
Second baseman Scott Price then got himself
a single and center fielder Robby Mang was
walked to first, loading the bases with Scorpions.
And then a simple error opened a torrent of punishment
for the Jaguars.
A powerful double by Camorlinga that should
have been caught by the defense sent O’Neal, Price
and Mang flying into home. The Jaguars were still
lost, and in their daze, Camorlinga scored his third
run off a single by Maldonado, who then scored
on a single to shallow left by Puente for the 10-2.
At the top of the fourth, the Jaguars were revitalized
with a homer to left field by shortstop Tony Rothman
and a run by outfielder David Baker on a sacrifice fly by
• See ‘Sports,’ Page 14

Luis F. Peña/For The Collegian

Scorpion pitcher Antonio Lerma Jr. winds up against the University of HoustonVictoria Jaguars in Game 3 Feb. 14 at Scorpion Field. The Scorpions defeated
the Jaguars 12-9.
http://blue.utb.edu/collegian

Sports

Page 14 • February 23, 2009

The Collegian

Sports

Continued from Page 13

A PROUD SUPPORTER OF

UTB

catcher Robert Peterson.
At the bottom of fourth, the Scorpion
steam was letting out, and the orange and
navy headed to the bench with only a single
run by O’Neal off a double by Guerra to
account for the inning.
In the fifth inning, both teams only

Luis F. Peña/For The Collegian

Center fielder Jorge Carmolinga slides home to
score a run for the Scorpions in Game 3 against the
University of Houston-Victoria Feb. 14 at Scorpion
Field. The Scorpions defeated the Jaguars 12-9.
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managed a run each. The Jaguars got
their run from Green, who ran into home
as catcher Josh Darnell was fielded out
while the Scorpions earned their run from
Camorlinga once again on a sacrifice fly by
Puente.

Only the Jaguars earned runs in the sixth.
The first came from third baseman John
West off a single by Prestera. West then
arrived at home with the help of a double
by Green.
Then came the top of the seventh inning:
the Jaguars’ last chance to rally. The
Scorpions had Robert Mariscal (replacing
pitcher Zach Moya, who had subbed for
Tony Lerma Jr. at the top of the fifth) on the
mound, ready to hopefully deliver the fatal
blow to the Jaguars.
For a moment, the game was close.
After two hits that were fielded out,
Darnell singled to shallow center and placed
himself in first. He wasn’t there for long,
as West delivered a homer over the center
field fence that sent them both into home.
It was all up to Peterson now, but he couldn’t
deliver. He singled to third but was quickly
fielded out, and that was game.
“[They were] two different ballgames”
Aughney said, reflecting on Games 2 and 3.
“First game we struggled offensively early
and didn’t make adjustments and weren’t
focused. We competed well, we hit back a
little bit, but we ... just weren’t ready to go
from pitch 1.
“In the second game, the guys came
back, showed some fight, some grit. Tony
fought three, not his best outing, took the
opportunity to win. Zach came in and threw
a nice job and Robert came in and sealed it
up. It was good to get out two out of three,
but we’re still not satisfied.”
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Estudiante
de hoy

Mr. Amigo 2008

UTB/TSC prepara gran bienvenida
Por Graciela L. Salazar
Editora de Español

Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian

Nombre: Emmanuel Rocha
Edad: 21
Ciudad natal: Brownsville
Promedio: 3.386
Especialidad: Criminología
Clasificación: Estudiante de último
año
Reconocimientos: Beca Liberal Arts
para Primavera 2009
Pasatiempos: “Me gusta leer,
escuchar la [estación de] radio AM,
jugar videojuegos, y me gusta más
leer las noticias en Internet”.
Actividades
extracurriculares:
“Soy voluntario de catecismo y [doy]
clases de [preescolar] en la iglesia de
la Sagrada Familia de Brownsville”.
¿Cuáles son tus metas? “Quiero
trabajar en una correccional por
unos años y después concentrarme
académicamente en investigaciones”.
¿Cuál ha sido tu reto más grande?
“El balancear la escuela, el trabajo y
el tiempo con mi familia y también el
tiempo para mí”.
¿Si pudieras cambiar algo de la
universidad, qué harías? “Que
tuvieran más clases que se concentren
en la carrera porque ofrecen muchas
clases básicas”.
¿Qué te gusta de la universidad?
“Que aunque integran dos culturas,
siempre que alguien viene de afuera
puede encontrar su lugar aquí. A
veces [cuando hay eventos] como
Charro Days se sienten [excluidos]
pero siempre hay algo para ellos, aquí
se siente como en una familia”.
¿Qué les aconsejarías a los
estudiantes de nuevo ingreso?
“Deben decidir que estudiar para
no perder tiempo, y cada semestre
tienen que hablar con su consejero
académico para saber si no les han
cambiado las clases”.
¿Qué consejo les darías a los
estudiantes para estudiar antes de
un examen? “Debes de ir a clase,
poner atención, usar notas, usar el
libro, todos los recursos que te ofrece
el profesor”.
--Recopilado por Paola Ibarra
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UTB/TSC le dará la bienvenida a Mr. Amigo
2008 José Sulaimán y a los invitados de las
Fiestas Mexicanas la mañana del jueves con una
serie de eventos en la universidad.
Las actividades iniciarán con el desfile de
carros de golf a las 10 a.m. en el estacionamiento
de la biblioteca Arnulfo L. Oliveira. El desfile
continuará por el patio ubicado entre los edificios
Cárdenas Sur y Norte y terminará en el patio del
edificio Unión Estudiantil.
El programa del Mr. Amigo empezará a las
10:30 a.m. en el césped de la Unión Estudiantil
y Sulaimán, presidente del Consejo Mundial de
Boxeo (WBC), llegará aproximadamente a las
11 a.m.
La ceremonia de reconocimiento de Mr.
Amigo comenzó a mediados de los años sesenta
y se lleva a cabo conjuntamente con las Fiestas
del Charro en Brownsville; al mismo tiempo
Matamoros celebra las Fiestas Mexicanas.
Este año, directivos de la universidad,
representantes de las Fiestas Mexicanas y de
la asociación de Mr. Amigo se han reunido con
el Cónsul mexicano Víctor Manuel Treviño
Escudero para incluir las Fiestas Mexicanas en
el programa de la universidad.
La última vez que los invitados especiales de
las Fiestas Mexicanas visitaron las instalaciones
de UTB/TSC fue en el 2003, cuando Aida
Cuevas fue reconocida como Mr. Amigo.
Entre los invitados que han confirmado su
asistencia a la ceremonia de Mr. Amigo están
el alcalde de Brownsville Pat Ahumada y el
alcalde de Matamoros Erick Silva Santos.
Eugenio Hernández Flores, gobernador del
estado mexicano de Tamaulipas, también fue
invitado a la celebración.
“Hay una buena probabilidad, pero no está
garantizado,” dijo David Morales, presidente
de la asociación de Mr. Amigo, acerca de la
visita del gobernador. “El podría ir al Saludo
Binacional y después a UTB”.
El Saludo Binacional también empezará a las
10 a.m. el jueves, y se realizará a mediación del
Puente Internacional Gateway con la presencia
de los alcaldes de Brownsville y Matamoros.

Aragelia Salazar, una especialista en entendimiento mutuo y la cooperación entre
estudiantes internacionales del departamento Estados Unidos y México.
de Servicios para Estudiantes Internacionales y
“Buscamos a alguien que como Sulaimán han
Multiculturales, dijo que el invitado especial y ayudado a formar buenas relaciones entre los dos
el invitado de honor de las Fiestas Mexicanas países, entre México y los Estados Unidos”, dijo
también estarán en el campus.
Morales. “Claro que José Sulaimán es el ejemplo
“Ella dijo que los invitados aún no se han perfecto. Pero él es conocido mundialmente
confirmado y que me hablará pronto para porque ha ayudado a personas en todo el mundo,
darme sus nombres”, dijo Salazar acerca de su no solo en México y Estados Unidos”.
conversación con la presidenta de las Fiestas
Mr. Amigo 2008 es originario de Ciudad
Mexicanas Myriam T. Perales de García. “Los Victoria, Tamaulipas, México. Empezó como
artistas la llaman a última hora, así que es difícil boxeador novato, luego fue entrenador,
para ellos darnos un nombre ahorita”.
organizador, árbitro y juez, según el sitio web
Acompañando a Sulaimán también estarán del Salón de la Fama del Boxeo. A tan solo 16
presentes grandes leyendas del boxeo mexicano años, atendió la comisión de boxeo en Ciudad
como
Rubén
Olivares
Valles, San Luis Potosí. Se
Avila, Humberto “Chiquita”
incorporó al WBC en 1968
González, Pipino Cuevas y
y ha sido el presidente desde
Daniel Zaragoza.
1975. En total, 161 países son
El
programa
incluirá
miembros del WBC.
presentaciones del Grupo
Con Sulaimán, el consejo ha
Folklórico Tizatlán de UTB/
implementado nuevas reglas
TSC, el Mariachi Escorpión
y normas con relación a la
y los niños de Raul J.Guerra
seguridad de los boxeadores.
Childhood Center.
“Solían ser 15 rounds para
Blanca M. Olvera y Valerie
campeonatos [mundiales]; él
Grace Ann Ontiveros, ambas
lo cambió a 12 rounds”, dijo
estudiantes
de
música,
Morales. “Acostumbraban
cantarán el himno nacional
a pesar a los boxeadores
de México y Estados Unidos,
justo antes del combate; él lo
José Sulaimán
respectivamente.
cambió a entre 24 y 30 horas antes
Un directivo de la universidad
del encuentro. El ha ayudado a
le otorgará una placa a Sulaimán, y Erasmo mejorar el mundo del boxeo”.
Castro, presidente la Asociación Gubernamental
El dijo que Sulaimán, de 77 años, se preocupa
de Estudiantes y Sigrid Razo, reina del baile por los boxeadores más allá del cuadrilátero.
Bougainvillea 2008, le darán una chamarra y
“La salud de los boxeadores es muy
gorra de béisbol.
importante para él, incluso después de que se
“El era jugador de béisbol hace tiempo, y retiran”, dijo Morales. “El es una persona muy
jugó en contra de los Escorpiones”, dijo David amable y humilde”.
Mariscal, director de Vida Estudiantil. “Es como
La asociación Mr. Amigo comenzó a honrar
darle la bienvenida”.
ciudadanos mexicanos en 1964 como Miguel
La esposa de Sulaimán, Martha Saldivar de Alemán, ex-presidente mexicano; Mario
Sulaimán, recibirá un prendedor Escorpión, al Moreno “Cantinflas”, comediante; Raúl Velasco,
igual que los invitados de Matamoros.
conductor de televisión; Vicente Fernández, actor
Mariscal dijo que espera la asistencia de entre y cantante; Lola Beltrán, cantante; Juan Gabriel,
400 y 500 personas.
cantante y compositor; José José, cantante; Lucía
Cada año, la asociación Mr. Amigo de Méndez, actriz y cantante; Daniela Romo, actriz
Brownsville honra a un ciudadano mexicano y cantante; Angélica María, actriz y cantante;
basándose en su contribución al fomento de Jorge Muñiz, conductor de televisión; y Lolita
la amistad internacional y el desarrollo del Ayala, conductora de noticias.

Campo de
diversión
Carlos Martínez, estudiante
de primer año, trata de
esquivar a Eddie López,
estudiante de criminología
de segundo año, el
miércoles durante un juego
de flag football en el césped
del edificio Mary Rose
Cárdenas Sur.
Elizabeth A. Perez/Collegian
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